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It’s tiki time: Tiki House on Greene Street offers
island oasis

By Mandy Miles Key West Citizen  

October 28, 2017

Anyone can serve a frozen drink made from a bag of mix, hang some bamboo and call themselves a tiki

bar.

But when the owners of the new Tiki House, 430 Greene St., took over the location of the former Rumors

Lounge they were aiming for something more authentic — and they achieved it.

With authentic-looking wooden tiki statues, grass mats and bamboo lining the bar, the place looks like a

tropical, Polynesian escape. But that wasn’t going to be enough for the collection of partners who joined

Key West business owner Chris Shultz in this latest venture.

Cocktail pro Tim Rabior, who designed and perfected the craft cocktails for Mary Ellen’s, The Other Side and

The Roost, and the partners wanted the Tiki House to taste as authentic as the islands that spawned such

classic cocktails as the Zombie, the Singapore Sling, the Daiquiri and the Mai Tai and the relatively newer

concoction, that can’t be overlooked in a Key West bar, the Margarita. The bar, of course, also has beer in

cans, bottles and on tap.

“Most of the pre-made mixes and juices we tried in the testing recipes just weren’t up to par,” said Rabior.

“So we decided to make them the right way in large batches and put several of them on tap.”

But, he emphasized, even the largest batches of drinks are made by hand with hand-squeezed juices,

simple syrups and other ingredients.

“One of the batches takes three days to make because we have to wait for all the flavors to infuse

together,” said Tiki House Manager Jen Garrison. 

Partner Jared Konersman, who has been an entertainer in Key West for seven years and is currently playing

at Irish Kevin’s, credited Shultz with the idea and the business plan.

“I had always wanted to do a tiki bar,” said Shultz, who also owns Mary Ellen’s, 2 Cents restaurant, The

Porch and The Other Side. “So when John and Jessie, who had owned Rumors Lounge here in this location

wanted to do something else, they asked me if I wanted to take over the lease and do something in this

space.”

It was Shultz’s time to tiki. With immeasurable help from his wife, Livi, and overtime design work by Marky

Pierson and the team from Wonderdog Studios, the modern, minimalist bastion of house music that had

been Rumors Lounge became an island hot spot in the Tiki House.
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“Marky and his crew worked, like, 20 hours a day for 10 days getting this interior finished,” Shultz said,

adding that Tiki House was only open about a week or two before Hurricane Irma unleashed its wrath.

“Thank God we had no water get in and no damage,” said bartender Jay Graham, who has tended bar at the

location since it was Rumors.

“We were really, really fortunate to have inherited all of the staff and most of the local following that John

and Jess had cultivated,” Shultz said. “The same goes for the DJs who have been here several nights a week.

So yes, we may be one of the only authentic tiki bars that also plays house music at night, but our locals still

come in wanting to hear it, and we’re not going to give that up. Hence the combination of the name Tiki

House.”

Garrison said the bar is still nailing down its musical lineup, but plans to host some surf rock bands during

the week, while still featuring the DJs on the weekends, depending on what the crowds seem to like.

Thursday afternoon found performer Ross Brown on the bar’s stage, singing and playing an acoustic set.

“We’re really striving to create a fun and relaxing tiki vibe while also keeping the good parts of Rumors that

worked so well for a good local crowd.”

And so far, so good.

Tiki House is located at 430 Greene St. next to Capt. Tony’s. It’s open seven days a week from 10 a.m. to 4

a.m. and can be found online at tikihousekw.com, where the website shows a large selection of their classic

tiki cocktails along with a bit of history about how they’re made and where they originated.
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